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HELPING MEMBERS REACH THEIR FINANCIAL GOALS SINCE 1962

Meet Your 2023 Board Election Candidates*
William Kamke

Having served for several years, I enjoy
working with the N.E.W. CU staff and
board, representing all members.
Our goal is to treat members fairly
and keep costs at a minimum, and
still provide all financial services
needed at the most reasonable rate.
Having financial skills from running
my own business for over 30 years
is a plus. I always try to be open
minded with change that is needed.
Having served on several different
community organizations over the
years and still in several, widens my
experience of community needs and
evaluating future changes needed. I
am passionate about being a part of
N.E.W. CU, representing all members
and following rules and regulations, to
keep the credit union in good financial
position, which in turn gives all its
members a secure feeling of having
their money in the credit union.
*NOTICE

TO
MEMBERS

Tamara Steffeck

I have been serving on the board of
directors for the credit union since
2005. I would like to continue serving
on the board during these challenging
economic times. It is my goal to
continue making N.E.W. Credit Union
a strong financial institution to serve
the communities we live and work in.
As a former business and information
technology educator at Suring Public
School District for 34 years and treasurer
for the Suring United Methodist Church
for over 30 years, I feel I am qualified
to continue to serve on the board. Our
motto of “People Helping People” is
what makes our communities strong.
If you’re a MEMBER of N.E.W. Credit
Union, you are also an OWNER of the
credit union! Why not find out what
ownership is all about by attending the
61st Annual Membership Meeting on
Tuesday, February 28th, 5:30pm. at
the Oconto Falls Community Center.

Kenneth Harter

There is a difference between credit
unions and investor-owned financial
services businesses. As cooperatives,
profits generated by credit unions are
returned to member/owners in lower
costs or higher returns on the financial
services they use rather than going to
outside investors as is the case with
commercial financial institutions. The
services offered are tailored specifically
to the needs of members and credit
unions focus on providing members
with education to improve their
financial standing. Community-based
credit unions actively participate in
and support the communities in which
their members live and work. These
are some of the reasons being a credit
union member appeals to me, why I
have enjoyed service as a volunteer
director of N.E.W. Credit Union for
many years and am willing to continue
serving.

You are hereby advised of your right under Article V, Section 4 of the Credit Union’s bylaws to submit to the Credit Union’s Chairperson on or before January 16, 2023
a petition requesting your nomination as a nominee to the Credit Union’s Board of Directors. Your petition must be signed by at least fifteen (15) members eligible to
vote at meetings of the members of the Credit Union. If no petitions are submitted these members will be elected by default. If no member submits a petition, the
Chairperson shall take a voice vote or declare each nominee elected by acclamation at the annual meeting and there shall be no election by mail ballot.
55565-NEWS-0123

N.E.W. Credit Union’s
MasterCard Platinum
Credit Card with
uChoose Rewards Don’t Miss Out,
Apply Today!
®

®

Fighting
Fraud
In 2022 we saw a huge increase
in fraud on members’ accounts.
N.E.W. Credit Union has numerous
firewalls in place, programs working
behind the scenes to help protect
your accounts, and staff trained to
safeguard your financial information
as they work. Nevertheless, we can’t
do it without your help. Let’s fight
fraud together.

21st Annual
H.P. Heckendorf
Community
Service Award
The H.P. Heckendorf Community
Service Award is open to anyone who
has displayed exemplary community
service and volunteerism. The recipient
of this award receives a commemorative
plaque, a monetary award of $250
and a check for matching funds to the
charity of their choice. The award will
be presented on February 28th at the
61st Annual Membership Meeting of
the credit union. Application can be
found on-line www.newcu.org/pdf/
CommunityServiceAward.pdf.

To be considered for the award, all
nominations must be received by
January 25th.
Employees and volunteers of the credit
union are not eligible for nomination.
Questions? Call Laura at 920-846-4112.

Lisa Gilligan, CEO of N.E.W. CU poses
with the 2022 recipient Clyde Bridger.

Here are some ways you can prevent unauthorized
access to your money:
NEVER Share Passcodes
N.E.W. Credit Union will never contact you and request your passwords/passcodes
or PIN. Sharing this type of information can put your account at risk and subject
you to fraud and identity theft. If you are contacted by someone saying they
are from the credit union and are asking for sensitive information, hang up
immediately and contact us at 800-924-1250 or through asknew@newcu.org.
Never provide any sensitive information to someone who reaches out to you, only
give it if you are contacting a legitimate company yourself.
Be Vigilant
When shopping online it is best practice to use a pre-loaded debit/gift card or
credit card and make sure you are on a trusted site before entering any card
numbers. If you do use your credit or debit card, check your account through our
online banking or mobile app daily. Also monitor your credit report by using www.
annualcreditreport.com or contact a GreenPath® counselor for help. While going
over your credit report, keep an eye out for any incorrect personal information,
unfamiliar accounts and any credit inquiries you didn’t authorize. If you find info
you feel is wrong, you have the right to dispute it.
Know the Check You’re Cashing
A popular scam involves a buyer purchasing an item but sending a check for dollar
amount greater than the sale price. Once you, the seller, receives the fraudulent
check, the thief states it was an accounting error and asks you to send back a
check or wire finds for the difference. When the check is returned as fraudulent,
you are now responsible for the full amount of the check. Another scam we see
frequently is when a member receives a check from a sweepstakes that they didn’t
enter. Ask yourself why someone is trying so hard to give you something free?
If it seems too good to be true, it probably is!

5 Ways to Make Money Resolutions That Stick
The New Year is a time for new
beginnings. Are you ready
to make money resolutions
that stick? Eliminating debt,
learning new spending habits,
or building savings are choices
that can change your life.
They can affect your entire
well-being from stress levels
to physical and mental health.
When considered as one big
New Year’s goal, it can be
overwhelming to know where
to begin. To make it possible
in the year ahead, here are
five tips to commit to your
financial health.
1. Make a Road Map: Set a
Goal (and Write It Down)
Goal setting gives you
direction. You can decide on
your destination and make
a plan to get there. This
might seem small, but it’s
not. Not only is goal setting
found to be linked to higher
achievement and selfconfidence, but writing down
your goal can also make you
more likely to succeed.
2. Be Specific About What
You Want, and Why You
Want It
Getting clear on your
priorities and deciding on
a specific goal are two keys
to success. When it comes
to your money and your
financial situation, set aside

Your Chance
to Get $500
for School!

some time to reflect on what
you really want to accomplish
– and be specific.
Ask yourself three “W”
questions:
• What do you want to
accomplish?
• When will you achieve it?
• Why does it matter to you?
Visualizing a dollar amount
can lead to success, whether
it is a specific figure to save,
pay off, or earn in the year
ahead. Keep that figure alive
by writing it down or tracking
it in an app. A real dollar
amount makes for a real goal.
Give yourself a deadline while
you’re at it, to motivate you
even further.
3. Be Positive and Realistic
Goals can challenge you
and help you grow into a
new future. Choosing a goal
that is attainable is another
important part of success.
Let’s say you’ve chosen a
clear goal – with a positive
outcome - such as: “In five
years, I will be debt free. I
will pay off my entire debt of
$12,000 so that I can focus on
enjoying my family instead of
worrying about money.” Be
sure it’s a realistic goal based
on your specific situation.
Given your income, debts
and expenses, is it realistic to

spend $200 on your goal each
month? Is it possible to pay
it off even faster by spending
$250 a month? Or does
your budget allow for $100?
Staying positive and being
realistic shows you how much
you can devote to sticking to
achieving your goal.
4. Keep and Celebrate
Milestones
Making your goal measurable
will help it stick. Keeping track
of your progress can help you
stay focused and motivated.
Tracking progress on an app,
spreadsheet, or a simple
notebook helps you see your
future getting closer and
closer. Break your goal into
smaller milestones. This makes
it easier to see your progress
and it is less intimidating. For
example, a mini-resolution
might be to pay off one
credit card. Making smaller
changes over time is often
easier than trying to make a
massive change all at once.
Celebrate your success along
the way. Celebrating wins
actually “trains your brain” by
reinforcing your new habits,
which in turn makes it easier to
stay on track if you hit a bump
in the road at some point.
5. Make (and Work) the Plan
Money resolutions often go
by the wayside if they serve

as a goal without a plan. A
plan outlines how you will
accomplish your goal. Keep it
simple. The plan might define
how much you will spend
toward your goal, how often
you’ll make deposits on it,
and the method you’ll use to
transfer money toward your
goal. For instance, automating
monthly payments or savings
goals is proven to help people
stick with money resolutions.
Choose one habit to change
at a time. For example, if you
need to reduce your credit
card spending, focus on
making that change as your
first milestone. Then move
on to setting money aside for
payoff.
Ready to Make Money
Resolutions That Stick?
A New Year is a new
opportunity for success.
There’s good news – you
don’t have to go it alone!
Our partners at GreenPath®
Financial Wellness specialize
in helping people get out of
debt and improve financial
wellness. Make those money
resolutions stick by speaking
with a financial expert. The
call is free and confidential.

877-337-3399

Scholarships are given in memory of Method Vizelka, a twelve year volunteer on our
board of directors. We hope to reward students who demonstrate Method’s dedication
to volunteer service and his active participation in the community. To be eligible for the
$500 scholarship the student must be a member of N.E.W. CU. Students at Suring,
Oconto Falls, Lena, Oconto, Gillett and Peshtigo High Schools can apply for the
Method Vizelka Memorial Scholarship directly through their high school guidance office.
Eligible students attending other high schools can pick up an application at any credit
union office or it can be found at www.newcu.org/pdf/scholarship.pdf or on the
student loan page. All applications must be submitted to the credit union by April 7th.
Please direct any questions to Laura at 920-846-4112 or lschenkoski@newcu.org.

At N.E.W. Credit Union “We Care”
Part of our mission statement declares that we “Actively serve the communities in
which our member/owners live and work.” and as the pictures below show, we had
a lot of fun volunteering at different community organizations this past year. Watch
for more of our “We Care” community involvement in 2023.

N.E.W. CU sponsors staff
to attend a fundraiser for
victims of breast cancer.
Picture here:
Brooke Van Vooren,
Savanna Thomson,
Courtney Yuma, Brooke
Rosenlund, Brandon Byng
and Abby Keller.
Credit Union staff lend a hand, helping fill
grocery bags and stocking shelves at our
local food pantries in Oconto Falls, Oconto
and Peshtigo.

Help us help others during the
month of March as we celebrate
the third annual Penny Nicholas
Food Drive! For every 5 items of
non-perishable food you drop off
during the month of March, at any
one of our locations, your name
will be put in a drawing for one of
4, $50 gift cards, compliments of
the credit union. Food gathered
will be distributed between several
local food pantries.
Deadline to enter will be 4:30pm,
March 31, 2023. Winners will be
notified by phone on April 4.

Credit union staff from our Suring office
took time out to decorate the park for the
upcoming Christmas lights display. Pictured
here: Jessica Geniesse, Zoe Brault, Candace
Flanigan and Kim Schowalter.

Lisa Gilligan and Deb Rhode.

3rd Annual
Penny Nicholas
Food Drive!

This drawing open to the public, no
purchase necessary to enter. N.E.W.
CU employees and members of their
households not eligible to enter.

Cheryl Place, Marlene Michalski Dan Brandt
and Judy Lemke.
Brooke Van Vooren and Abby Keller and
Vicki Pecor-Pasterski (not pictured) when
to a local humane society and helped (and
played) with the animals there.

Laura Schenkoski Lori Schaden, Karen Lutz
and Lori Dura.
Staff who also volunteered but not pictured:
Stephanie Ermis and Savanna Thomson.

Courtney Yuma and Logan Valenta did
some much needed yard work at the
SafeHarbor shelter for victims of abuse.

Get help with tax preparation right at your credit
union! Call Courts Financial Strategies at 262-232-8080
and make your appointment today.

Even though they are not pictured on this
page several members of our Oconto office
(Laurie Matel, Lacy Lawniczak, Michelle
Murdock, Cathy Barlament) also had a
rewarding experience, working at their local
community children’s day care.
Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., Member FINRA/
SIPC. Fee-based advisory service offered through Securities America
Advisors, Inc. An SEC registered investment advisor. Courts Financial
Strategies, N.E.W. Credit Union and Securities America are separate
entities. Not NCUA Insured, No Bank Guarantees, May Lose Value.

N.E.W. Credit Union

Serving all who live or work in Brown, Marinette, Oconto and Shawano Counties of Wisconsin
and Menominee County, Michigan.
Oconto Falls
301 Jackson St.
920-848-2793

Peshtigo
870 Frontage Road
715-582-4002

Oconto
405 Pecor Street
920-835-9718

Suring
717 E. Main Street
920-842-4661

Automated Response Teller
800-448-2276
Lost or Stolen Card
Credit: (888) 999-2344
Debit (800) 554-8969
newcu.org | 800-924-1250

